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Important Membership Information  

Thank you to all the members of  SD Associa-
tion of Towns and Townships! We are working 
diligently to get your membership renewals in 
the mail.  Some important notesé. 

1. Small town finance officer members should 
receive dues statement by January 20-30th. 

2. All township clerks should receive town-
ship dues statements by February 15th-20th. 

3. Those members that have elected to obtain 
bonding for clerk and treasurer or finance 
officer through the Bond Alliance, should 
have a colored bond renewal application 
included with the mailed dues statement. 

4. It is up to you to notify the SDATAT office 
in advance of the application deadline, 
which is April 1st. Call  605 353 1439 or 
email Susan at sdtstaff@sdtownship.com  

5. If you are not receiving emails from the 
SDATAT office of important information, 
please verify with us we have the correct 
email address on file. There is a location of 
the dues statement for this update. 

  Website for SDATAT 

1. The SDATAT Website is being  updated. 
We were notified  in December that our 
current provider was changing web builder 
software. Therefore, the current website 
cannot be updated and has lost some con-
nections.  As soon as the new website if 
functional, we will certainly  notify every-
one. 

Legislative Session 

The SDATAT Lobbyist and Officers have 
worked diligently to pass legislation that bene-
fits the townships in South Dakota with success. 

1. Use the RAIF program.  If you have diffi-
culty understanding the process, contact 
Terry at the SDATAT Office 605 353 1439. 

2. Attend meetings presented by Greg Vavra 
and the SDLTAP team as well as the 
SDATAT presentations at your County 
Township meeting this spring. 

3. A survey indicates two counties each 
awarded  township grants totaling over 
$400,000 this first year! 

4. Only 18 of the 66 counties have returned 
the survey to date. So far, $1,968,459 has 
been allocated for replacement of deterio-
rated large culverts and/or small structures  
through the RAIF program. 

Scholarships 

1. The application for the membershipõs  high 
school seniors is in this newsletter.  As soon 
as the website is functional, you will find it 
there as well. 

2. A new  $1000 scholarship in memory of 
our past Association secretary, Cindy Fos-
ter is also available.  YOU as an officer of 
your township board will nominate by pre-
paring a letter of recommendation.  There 
is NO Essay for this memorial scholarship. 

²²²ΦLa9D/ƻǊǇΦŎƻƳ  
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PRESIDENTôS  

COLUMN    
By Dustin Leiseth 

 Winter has only begun, and the state has received a lot of 
snow, some areas significantly more than others, over the 
past month.  The challenge for townships keeping roads 
plowed and open has become very real going forward.  Be 
diligent, do your best, and hopefully your snow budget   
will be sufficient.   

With winter, begins also the 98th legislative session, and 
there is work to do again, as always!  An important bill we 
will be bringing forth is to include townships along with   
the state, municipalities, and counties to be excluded from 
the fuel excise tax imposed if machinery and equipment    
are owned by these government entities pursuant to SDCL 
10-47B-13.  Inclusion is only fair, and townships have been 
unfairly excluded as was brought to our attention this past 
year.   

We will also have a bill, or bills, to cleanup and clarify some 
voter registration laws and voting laws directly relating to 
townships.   

Additionally, we have discovered that there is a great need 
to educate not only the residents of South Dakota, but most 
importantly our legislators, on òWhat are Minimum Mainte-
nance Roads?ó. 

 
31-13-1.1. Designation of minimum maintenance 
road--Level of maintenance. 

The board of township supervisors may designate a 
township road within the township as a minimum 
maintenance road if the board determines that the road 
or a segment of the road is used only occasionally or in-
termittently for passenger and commercial travel. The 

board shall identify the beginning and end points of 
the road designated as minimum maintenance. A min-
imum maintenance road may be maintained at a level 
less than the minimum standards for full maintenance 
roads but shall be maintained at the level required to 
serve the occasional or intermittent traffic. 

The most important thing for our legislators to understand 
is that a minimum maintenance road MAY be maintained 
at a level less than the minimum standards for full mainte-
nance roads, BUT still safely serve the occasional or inter-
mittent traffic.  Typically, what has been recognized and 
understood by our association is that this designation is 
mostly used when NO snow removal is done.  Otherwise, 
the maintenance is the same as full maintenance roads 8 
months out of the year.  

 So, join us!  Call or email your legislators and share your 
story of the importance of minimum maintenance roads in 
your township.  POWER in NUMBERS!  Our voice is 
loudest when you support your associations efforts with a 
concerted effort of your own. 

Listen in every Friday during legislative session, or follow 
on social media, KXLG 99.1 FM!  Your President will be 
giving interviews and live updates from your association 
during this 98th Legislative Session! 

Letõs Go!!! 

Dustin 

 

https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-13-1.1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=31-13-1.1
https://www.imegcorp.com/


 

 

Glenn Pierce, 90, of Brookings, and 
formerly of Volga, passed away on 
January 4, 2023, at the United Liv-
ing Community.  In keeping with 
Glenn's wishes, no funeral services 
will be held at this time.  Eidsness 
Funeral Home is assisting the Pierce 
family with arrangements. 

Glenn Curtis Pierce was born on September 16, 1932, in 
Brookings, South Dakota, to Vernon Sr. and Rhoda 
(Rovig) Pierce.  Glenn graduated from Arlington High 
School in 1950, where he participated in basketball and 
football.  After high school, he continued to play softball 
and baseball for many years. 

On June 14, 1953, he married Bonita Grong in Badger, 
South Dakota.  The couple were married for 69 
years.  After high school, Glenn worked at the Badger 
lumberyard and helped to construct the Badger Eleva-
tor.  He then started farming until 1986.  Glenn also 
worked at Falcon Plastics in Brookings and the Soybean 
Plant in Volga before his retirement.   

Glenn was a board member of Bangor Township, board 
member of Dakota Dairies in Volga, and served on the 
Board of Directors of Land 'O Lakes in Minneapolis.  He 
helped form and was President of the South Dakota Asso-
ciation of Towns and Townships.  He was also a member 
of the United Methodist Church in Arlington. 

Glenn is survived by his beloved wife, Bonita, of Brook-
ings; his three children: Tom (Irene) Pierce, of Bruce, SD, 
Jane (Duane Knutson) Pierce, and Pam (Rick) Adler, of 
Volga; seven grandchildren: thirteen great-grandchildren:  
and his sisters-in-law: Jean Pierce and Shirley Grong. 

He is preceded in death by his parents, Vernon Sr. and 
Rhoda Pierce; brothers: Vernon Jr. and Roger (Anita) 
Pierce; sister, Juanita (Ray) Moe; and his brother-in-law, 
LeRoy Grong. 

Expressions of Sympathy may be sent to: 

The Family of Glenn Pierce 
19 Oakwood Shoreline Drive 
Bruce, SD 57220 

     Remembering the First President of  
the SD Association of Towns and Townships 

A look back at the SD Annual Meeting December 2nd & 3rd. 

Glenn Pierce 
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,ÅÇÉÓ !ÕÄÉÔ 2ÏÄ &ÏÒÔÉÎ #ÒÁÉÇ 3ÍÉÔÈ  3ÔÁÔÅ $/4 

/ÒÁÎ 3ÏÒÅÎÓÏÎ 6ÉÃÅ 0ÒÅÓ 4ÏÍ "ÉÓÅË !ÔÔÎÙ *ÏÈÎ $ÅÌÚÅÒ 

4ÁÍÉ 3ÃÈ×ÅÂÁÃÈ 
#ÌÅÒË +ÉÍ 4ÒÉÐÐ 

Thank you to each presenter! 

SDLTAP Greg Vavra, pictured 
left, engages with township 
officers during the Road Show. 
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