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2024 LEGISLATIVE NOTES 
By Kody Kyriss,  
SDATAT Lobbyist 

 The third week of the 99th legislative session is 
here and gone. It has been a busy session with a 
total of 190 House bills and 192 Senate bills. As 
the final day for individual bill submission is Janu-
ary 31, 2024, it is expected that several additional 
bills will be introduced. 

Your Association continues to be involved with 
several pieces of legislation. Your Association was 
a proponent to SB 75. This bill gives more legal 
status to newspaper publications. Robert C. Riter 
testified as a proponent before Senate Local Gov-
ernment committee on January 19, 2024. SB 75 
passed  7-0 . It then passed Senate floor – 33 – 0. 
House State Affairs will hear SB 75 on January 24. 

 Next, HB 1109, Act ant to eliminate the cap on 
assessment amounts for road improvements and 
to allow townships to plan and pay for the paving 
and maintenance of non-section line roads, was 
killed on January 23, 2024, by a vote of 12-1.  

SB 4, which increases the amount authorized with-
out advertising for bids for snow removal from the 
snow removal reserve fund for $3500 to $10,000 
passed the Senate floor 32-0, passed House Local 
Government 12-0, and passed the House floor 68-0.  

Next, SB 37, a bill that would amend existing law 
to allow the county to raise the limit to charge the 
townships from currently $200 up to $2500 each 
mile each year to maintain a mail route,  passed 
the Senate floor 32-0, passed the Senate Local 
Government 11-0, and finally passed the House 

floor 68-0 on January 24, 2023. 

 SB 121 which “gives” the authorization of the vaca-
tion for county and township section line highways 
to the South Dakota School and Public Lands. Your 
Association has strong concerns about this legisla-
tion and will address them accordingly. 

These final three bills have been presented by your 
Association leadership and me.  SB 124, which 
would amend existing law to include minimum 
maintenance roads for the eligibility of the Rural 
Access Infrastructure Fund, was introduced on     
January 23, 2023.  

SB 188, The bill that would push back the reversion-
ary period for the funds distributed in the Rural Ac-
cess Infrastructure Fund a year, was introduced on 
January 25, 2023.  

Finally, SB 189 amends existing law to allow town-
ships to be involved with the county special permit 
process prior to the county issuing a special permit. 

It is a busy time at the legislature and it will only 

continue to get busier. As it continues to do so, your 

Association’s leadership and I will continue to advo-

cate for all your legislation that helps townships and 

to lobby against any legislation that would negative-

ly impact townships throughout the State of South 

Dakota. 

 

 

 



CONTINUED 

BILLS OF INTEREST: 
 SB 4  Title: revise provisions regarding township contracts for snow removal. 
1/12/24 Senate Local Government Passed, YEAS 5, NAYS 0.  
1/16/24 Senate Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 32, NAYS 0.  
1/23/24 House Local Government Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 12, NAYS 0. 
1/24/24 House of Representatives Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 68, NAYS 0. 
 
 
SB 37 Title: revise provisions regarding repair and maintenance of mail routes.  
1/12/24 Senate Local Government Passed, YEAS 5, NAYS 0.  
1/16/24 Senate Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 32, NAYS 0.  
1/23/24 House Local Government Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 11, NAYS 0. 
1/24/24 House of Representatives Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 68, NAYS 0. 
 
 
SB 75   Title: modify provisions pertaining to the designation of a legal newspaper.  
1/19/24   Senate Local Government Do Pass Amended, Passed, YEAS 7, NAYS 0.   

1/23/24 Senate Do Pass Amended, Passed, YEAS 33, NAYS 0. S.J. 154 

 

SB 102  Title: revise the process for annexing or excluding property contiguous to a road district.  

1/29/24 Scheduled for Senate Local Government   
 
 
SB 121    Title: revise the process to vacate certain highways.  
1/29/24 Scheduled for hearing in Senate Local Govt. 

  
HB 1055   Title: raise the appraisal value of surplus property that may be sold by a political subdivision without notice.  
1/12/24   House State Affairs , Passed, YEAS 11, NAYS 2.  
1/16/24   House of Reps Passed, YEAS 58, NAYS 11.  
01/24/24 Senate Local Government Do Pass, Passed, YEAS 5, NAYS 0. 

 
 
HB 1079   Title: require property owner permission or a siting permit prior to entry for an examination and survey.  
1/19/24   House Commerce & Energy . Deferred to the 41st legislative day, Passed  
 
 
HB 1109     Title: eliminate the cap on assessment amounts for road improvements and to allow townships to plan 

and pay for the paving and maintenance of non-section line roads.  

1/23/24 House Taxation Do Pass, Failed for lack of a second   

1/23/24 House Taxation Deferred to the 41st legislative day, Passed, YEAS 12, NAYS 1.   

https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1216/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78411
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1219/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78467
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/260616.pdf#page=1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1200/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78730
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/261987.pdf#page=166
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1197/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78817
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1216/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78411
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1219/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78467
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/260616.pdf#page=1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1200/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78745
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/261987.pdf#page=166
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1197/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78817
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1216/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78630
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/261480.pdf#page=154
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1219/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78761
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1216/Detail
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/262253.pdf#page=1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1203/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78395
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1197/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78503
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/261485.pdf#page=1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1216/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78793
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1192/Detail
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/260034.pdf#page=1
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/260034.pdf#page=1
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/260034.pdf#page=1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1204/Detail
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/Documents/260034.pdf#page=1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Committee/1204/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Vote/78724




January 9th- Legislative Session Opens 

February 7th - SDATAT Ice Cream Social at the Capital 

Feb 27th- Required Township meeting 

March 5th  - Required Township Annual Meeting (SDCL 8-3-1) 

April 1st- SDATAT Scholarship Applications Due 

April 15 - SDATAT Bond Applications Due 

July 15 - Opt Outs Due 
 

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION  

To Track Legislation  http://legis.sd.gov/ 

To Listen To Committees Live:  

 http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Committees/default.aspx 

Address: Legislative Research Council 
 Capitol Building, 3rd Floor - 500 East Capitol Avenue 

 Pierre, SD 57501-5070  

Email general inquiries: LRC@sdlegislature.gov 

Phone:(605) 773-3251    Staff Fax: (605) 773-4576 

Fax a Message (to a specific legislator)  (605) 773-6806  

TOWNSHIP CALENDAR 


