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Classes are currently scheduled in the Rapid City and Sioux
Falls areas. The “Alive at 25” course lasts 4.5 hours and is

A partnership between the Department of Public Safety
and the South Dakota Safety Council brought “Alive at
25” to South Dakota. The Safety Council handles the
administrative portion of the program. The Highway
Patrol provides the instructors.

“It’s hard to argue with a program that produces results
like those seen in Colorado. We’re hopeful South Dakota
will have similar results, and lives will be saved,” said
Colonel Dan Mosteller, South Dakota Highway Patrol.

The “Alive at 25” program began as a pilot program in
Colorado. According to recent Colorado statistics, those
who take the “Alive at 25” course are 63.4% less likely to
be involved in a fatal crash.

The “Alive at 25” program targets drivers between the
ages of 14 and 24. Unlike driver’s education classes, “Alive
at 25” does not teach kids how to drive a car, but rather
how to be responsible behind the wheel. The program
focuses on behaviors and decision-making practices.

Pierre, SD- A new defensive driving course designed for
young adults has arrived in South Dakota. And this course
has a proven track record for saving young lives.

Anyone interested in registering for the class should call
1.800.952.5539 or 605.361.7785, or email dhall@southdakotasafetycouncil.org. For more information on the
program, visit www.southdakotasafetycouncil.org.

Alive at 25 classes are scheduled from 12:30 until 5 pm at
the Rapid City Police Department’s Crime Prevention
Office at the Rushmore Mall in Rapid City and at 1108 N.
West Avenue in Sioux Falls on the following days:
• May 10
• June 7
• July 26
• August 9 (Sioux Falls only)
• August 23 (Rapid City only)

classroom based. It is open to anyone between the ages of
14 and 24. The class costs $50 for students who voluntarily
enroll, $65 for those who are court ordered.

Alive at 25 Comes to South Dakota
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AMERICA’S TOWN MEETING

Plan to attend

Remember the SDATAT Annual Meeting will be held December 5 &
6, 2008 at the Ramkota in Watertown, SD. This is the time the policies
of the organization are adopted. These policies become the guide for
our lobbying efforts.

A summer study committee will be studying roads in South Dakota
and the funding of those roads. This includes the township roads and
small town streets. Please take a few minutes and fill out the survey that
is in this newsletter and return to us ASAP. We will need this information
for the committee.

On the national level, we are still working on the IRS withholding
issue. A Senate bill is filed and a companion House Bill will be filed.
However, the law has not changed so you need to continue the
withholding and reporting of the per diems you receive as local officials.

There were several pieces of legislation we monitored including an
attempt to change the definition of township roads and another
attempt to allow the implementation of ‘transportation districts’. We
felt neither of these bills were in the best interest of local government;
therefore we presented testimony in opposition to them. Both bills were
defeated.

Our primary bill was the open meeting bill, SB 199, which passed
both Houses and has been signed into law by Governor Rounds. Many
of us call this the ‘common sense’ bill. All the bill does is allow members
of one government entity to attend a meeting of another government
entity or association for information without being in violation of the
open meeting law as long as the entity hosting the meeting has posted
the meeting. For instance, a quorum of township supervisors or town
council members can attend a county commission meeting or the
SDATAT Annual Meeting for information only. No action is being taken
by the township/town and the meeting has been posted or advertised by
the county or by SDATAT. This law goes into effect July1. Thank you to
all the legislators who supported this bill, and especially to Senator Tom
Hansen and Representative Val Rausch for being the prime sponsors.

The 2008 South Dakota Legislative Session is now history and plans
are being made for the 2009 Session!

By Gail Brock, Executive Director

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
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Dan Thyen, President, SDATAT

Speaking of working hard for your area, I
would like to salute LeRon Knebel for the years
of dedicated service to the SDATAT Board of
Directors. LeRon’s term was up this year and he
has been replaced. He worked hard for his
corner of the state and was always an active
part of the board. He was also my car pooling
buddy so we have worked on and solved many
of the world’s problems on our trips to and
from meetings. We even ended up hauling
chickens back home for him one night! Keep
in touch, Santa, and be sure you listen to
Jackie. Thanks LeRon.

The county meetings are the main way of
getting together throughout the state. It is
amazing the questions and conversation we
have. You would think that across this great
diversified state, we would have a lot of
differences; however on the township level we
are very much alike; local people working
things out and helping their communities. If
your county would like a meeting, call Gail so
she can start working with your county.

SDATAT had a great winter and spring with
all of the county meetings. We were able to
deliver many of the new township officer
manuals. If you need your new manual, call
the office and arrangements will be made to
get them to you.

I hope everyone made it
through winter ok; now if
we can just get winter to
go away. This is a busy
time for all of us with our
livelihood in agriculture.
However we still need to
do our town/township
duty and pay attention to the needs of the
citizens and do the best we can to get it all
done.

by Dan Thyen, Codington County

President's Column

It would be a good idea to do an
inspection of your signs to make sure
that they are up and in good condition
after the winter, and that they are
visible. One township that I met with
recently does an annual night time
inspection of its signs to make sure they
are visible to nighttime drivers—what a
great idea to put into practice!

With these added hazards and
stresses on your roads, it is essential
that your township board implements
measures that will help reduce
accidents and at the same time, give
you peace of mind!

travel on your roads, as well as an
increase in late night travel by young
drivers celebrating the end of the
school year.

Check your roads after the first
maintenance of the spring to make sure
there are no potholes, soft shoulders,
or other hazards. You may feel as if you
are fighting a losing battle to keep
your roads in good shape in the spring,
but an accident could be prevented by
inspection and maintenance.

Do you have the proper signage for
your
dead-end
roads
and
tintersections? Please keep in mind that
there may be travelers on your roads
that aren’t familiar with your area…not
everyone knows about that “dead-end
down by the river”! If there are
dangerous situations on your roads
that might necessitate a new warning
sign, make the decision to post a sign—
don’t wait until an accident happens.

Underwritten by

Insurance Companies

1-800-657-8005
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Safety Dividend Plan
Available Through All
Employers Mutual Agents

Safety Dividend Group Plan Approved By Your Association

402 Garfield, Dell Rapids, SD 57022

Schwebach Insurance Agency

INSURING TOWNS AND TOWNSHIPS

Continued on page 4

Gravel that has a good blend of stone, sand and fines is essential. Ideally, the gravel should have 7 to 12% of its total weight
passing a #200 sieve. In addition to this, a minimum PI (plasticity index) of 5 is ideal. The top size of stone should not exceed
1/2 of an inch.

If the road has a weak subgrade, the surface will constantly deflect under traffic and the surface gravel will never have a
chance to form a crust. The quality of the existing surface gravel is critical. If the gravel does not have a good natural
“binding” characteristic the chloride cannot do its job. Chloride is not a binder; but it will draw moisture from the air and keep
the gravel surface damp and tightly bound when natural binder is present.

1. GOOD SUBGRADE AND GRAVEL ARE ESSENTIAL

Calcium chloride, magnesium chloride and, to a lesser degree, sodium chloride (road salt) have all been used successfully for
dust control on South Dakota’s gravel roads. When chloride treatments are working well, they not only control dust which
makes local residents happy, but the gravel surface remains tightly bound which reduces gravel loss and reduces blading
frequency. In some cases, when traffic is heavy, the chloride treatments will actually pay for themselves by reducing the need
to regravel and blade the road frequently. However, we have also seen poor performance and even failures with chloride
treatments as well. Here are three major points to consider:

KEYS TO SUCCESSFUL CHLORIDE DUST CONTROL

There is certainly an increase in
travel and hazards on township roads
during the spring. Farmers are moving
large equipment to get to the fields,
and these big machines can further
damage a weakened culvert or a
softened road. We’ve had more snow
than rain this year, but heavy and
sudden rain could wash out a culvert or
the side of a road. With the warmer
weather, you might see an increase in

The air is warmer, I’ve raked up bags
and bags of leaves from my yard, and
my kids are asking daily if they HAVE to
wear their coats…spring must be here!
As township officials, you see
completely different signs of the
change of seasons such as soft roads,
washboard roads, wet ditches, and
overflowing culverts.

From the desk of Tami Schwebach

CHECK UP TIME
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Alex Thyen, age 9, with Governor Rounds.
Alex has attended almost all the SDATAT
Legislative Days since he was born.
He is the son of Dan and Becky Thyen.
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One final point – don’t skimp on the application rate itself. A
liquid treatment of under 1/2 gal. per square yard is seldom
effective for the season. A flake treatment of under 1 1/2 pounds
per square yard is seldom enough.

Liquid chloride should be applied through a pressurized spray
bar that gives a uniform application across the road surface. Also
the truck’s travel speed in feet per minute and the output of the
spray bar in gallons per minute should be carefully calibrated so
that a uniform application rate is made along the entire length of
the road.
Flake chloride should be applied through a ground driven
spreader (such as a broadcast fertilizer spreader) that can be
precisely calibrated. Sand spreaders are often used, but they are
not ideal.

3. PROPER APPLICATION

The road surface needs to be properly prepared before
treatment. Loosen the top 1 to 2 inches of gravel. An ideal way to
do this is to use a modern “bit type” cutting edge on the grader.
These bits will have a shallow scarifying effect on the gravel and do
a nice job of loosening the surface and blending the stone, sand and
fines. Make sure the surface is crowned properly and shaped
uniformly. If the material is dry, it is generally best to pre-wet the
road prior to chloride treatment. An ideal time to treat a road is
right after fresh gravel is hauled and spread.

2. PROPER SURFACE PREPARATION

Chloride Dust Control - Continued from page 3
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Deadline for pre registration for this event is June 15, 2008. Please contact the SDATAT
office, 353-1439 or sdatat@sdtownships.com if you are interested and would like a
registration form. More information on page 6 of this newsletter.

The South Dakota Association of Towns and Townships Board of Directors is willing to put
together a group event if there is enough interest. There are two options: flying and going
by bus. Firm figures are not available at this time, however, estimated costs would be a
minimum of $1900 per person. That would include travel, registration for the conference,
motel room, and 2 meals. Other meals would be at each individual’s own expense.

The annual National Association of Towns and Townships Town Meeting is set for
September 29 – October 2, 2008 in Washington DC. This meeting offers a day of
informational and motivational speakers and programs and a day of lobbying on the Hill.

AMERICA’S TOWN MEETING SET

Dale is survived by his wife of 54 years, Dorothy Ishol, of Brookings; three sons: Rich Ishol of Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, Larry
(Cindy) Ishol of Potomac, Maryland, and Kevin (Sherry) Ishol of Brookings; a daughter, Pam (Marty) Kenner of Burnsville, Minnesota;
six grandchildren: Patrick Kenner of New York, New York, Gabrielle Kenner of Lakeville, Minnesota, Katie Ishol of Brookings, Emma
Ishol of Potomac, Maryland, and Kellie and Casey Ishol of Palm Beach Gardens, Florida; a brother, Dennis Ishol of Sinai; a special aunt,
Ethel Mannerud, of Brookings; a special friend, Ardis Sween, of Volga; and many nieces, nephews and cousins. He was preceded in death
by his parents and a brother, Donald.

Dale was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith and a member of First Lutheran Church. At the time of his death, he was completing
his third year as a state Director of South Dakota Towns and Townships. He was a Supervisor of the Brookings Township Board for twelve
years. Dale had a real estate broker’s license, served on the Brookings Fire Department for 27 years, and he was Exalted Ruler of
Brookings Lodge 1490, a certified EMT while on the fire department, a consultant for East River Electric Power Cooperative, and he
served in various offices and committees for Sunnyview Inc.

Dale knew how to fix anything—from a furnace to plumbing. His hobbies were John Deere tractors, reading, and especially devoting time
to the grandchildren, attending their plays and musical events.

Dale worked for Mannerud Construction and then was employed at Coast to Coast Hardware for 30 years. He and
his wife, Dorothy, were the first to bring the USA Today Newspaper to Brookings and the surrounding area. They established Ishol
Newspaper, which for 20 years included distribution of the Minneapolis Tribune, USA Today, Wall Street Journal, Barrons, and Pioneer
Press in eastern South Dakota and a large area in Minnesota.

Dale LeRoy Ishol was born October 21, 1930, at home in Adams County, near Reeder, North
Dakota, the first son of Oscar and Vera (Mannerud) Ishol. As first grade approached and Dale was
soon to be age 6, he stayed with many families in Reeder to attend school. When his younger brother
Donald was to be enrolled in school, and Dale at age 12 took on the responsibility of providing a
place for both of them to stay. They lived in various rooms or small living quarters. Each morning the
boys would walk across town to milk a cow their father brought to town and rented a pasture so the boys
could sell the milk for groceries, rent, and other expenses. Dale graduated from Reeder High School.

Dale L. Ishol, age 77, died Wednesday, January 9, 2008, at the Brookings Hospital, Brookings, South
Dakota. A celebration of his life will be held at 10:30 A.M. Monday, January 14, 2008, at First
Lutheran Church in Brookings with interment in First Lutheran Cemetery. Visitations will be from
2:00 to 5:00 P.M. Sunday at Eidsness Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, the family prefers that
memorials be given for a scholarship to be established for a theater major at South Dakota State
University.

(October 21, 1930 - January 9, 2008)

In Memory of Dale L. Ishol
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“The move to license plate with owner impacts virtually every
South Dakotan who owns a vehicle as well as any government
employee or business that deals with the sale of vehicles. The
new system brings new responsibilities for everyone involved in
these transactions and it’s important for them to be aware of

Division of Motor Vehicles Director Debra Hillmer says while
converting the Division’s more than four million records from the
old system to the new has been a challenge, the bigger challenge
has been educating everyone affected by the change about the
role they will play in the new process.

The license plate with owner system was first approved by the
South Dakota Legislature in 2005. In order to accommodate the
change, lawmakers also approved the creation of a new
computer system called SDcars (South Dakota Customized
Automated Registration System) which has been in development
since that time. Since January of this year, the Division has been
training the county employees and its own staff who will be
using SDcars when it becomes fully operational July 1, 2008, the
same time the state’s new license plate with owner system
becomes effective.

training and education.
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For more information on “Keep Your Plate – July ‘08” and the
SDcars system, log on to SDcars.org.

The new system is also expected to help reduce complaints
and problems involving out-of-state parking violations and
tickets; ensure that license plate owners receive credit for any
remaining months on the license plate when they sell a vehicle
and attach their plate to their new vehicle; and make it possible
for customers to eventually renew their vehicle registrations and
complete transactions on-line.

“SDcars ties all of a vehicle owner’s records together, allowing
for handy features like multiple vehicle renewal and multiple
transactions for a single customer like registration renewal,
adding a title, or updating an address,” Hillmer said. “And by
allowing licensed vehicle dealers to enter sales information online to the state’s computer system, it will save data entry time
and improve efficiency for the counties.”

Under the current license plate with vehicle system, the plates
that are on a vehicle when it’s sold stay with the vehicle, and the
license plate number remains the identifying number for that
specific vehicle as long as the plate series is valid. With the new
license plate with owner system, the plates on a vehicle belong
to the titled owner(s) of the vehicle. If the vehicle is sold, the
seller keeps the plates for use on the next vehicle they acquire as
long as it is the same type of vehicle. Hillmer says the changeover
to the new license plate system will make things more efficient
for everyone involved.

that prior to the July 1 start date,” Hillmer said.

“Keep Your Plate – July ‘08”

(PIERRE, SD) – With just a
few months to go until the
implementation of the new
license plate with owner
system, the South Dakota
Division of Motor Vehicles has
sharpened its focus on

Preparations Continue for

PO Box 903
Huron, SD 57350

South Dakota Association
of Towns and Townships

Elected to the Executive Board were Jim Puffer, Duane Harvey, and
Darwin Bettmann. Gordon Musetter will be serving Roberts, Day, and
Marshall Counties on the SDATAT Board of Directors, replacing LeRon
Knebel whose term had expired.

Dan Thyen was elected president; Cindy Foster was elected vice
president, Lynda Wipf was elected treasurer, and Mark Jensen was
elected secretary for the coming year.

The South Dakota Association of Towns and Townships held their
reorganizational meeting at Sandy Cedar Lodge near Hitchcock on
March 28, 2008. The 2008 – 2009 budget was adopted as were board
policies.

SDATAT ELECTS OFFICERS

Topps Manufacturing, Platte, SD
DM&E Railroad, Sioux Falls

Spink County AT&T
Brookings County AT&T
Beadle County AT&T
Robert Buchmann, Emery, SD
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*Individuals, corporations, cooperatives, organizations and associations may apply for annual Associate
membership by contacting SDATAT. Associates may request not to appear in this listing.

Hurkes Implement, Watertown
Watertown Livestock Auction
People’s State Bank, De Smet
Virchow Insurance and Seed, LLC Lake Preston

COPPER ASSOCIATES -

DMI, Sioux Falls
Wells Fargo Bank, Watertown
Glacial Lakes Energy, LLC, Watertown

GOLD ASSOCIATES -

EMC Insurance Companies • Huron Culvert & Tank • Codington Co. AT&T
Schwebach Insurance Agency, Dell Rapids • SD Corn Growers
Sheehan Mack Sales & Equipment, Sioux Falls • Boyer Trucks, Sioux Falls

DIAMOND ASSOCIATES -

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH DAKOTA
ASSOCIATION OF TOWNS AND TOWNSHIPS

